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OTHER PROFESSIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS

As a Professional Engineer, Danie Krige served for many
years on the mining committee of the Engineering Council of
South Africa. For an extensive period he was honorary
treasurer on the Council of the SA Institute of Mining and
Metallurgy and became an honorary life member. He was also
a mining engineering member of the Income Tax Special
Court, a founder member of the International Association for
Mathematical Geology and of the Geostatistical Association of
Southern Africa, a founder-member and honorary life Fellow
of the Statistical Association, an honorary life member of the
Institute of Mine Surveyors of South Africa and a Fellow of the
Royal Society of South Africa. He also served as a director of
several mining companies, as well as for the South African
Development Trust, the Lebowa Development Corporation,
and the Lebowa Mineral Trust.

Danie served on the sub-committee of the Prime Minister’s
Economic Advisory Council which investigated State Aid for
marginal gold mines in 1967/8. He designed the State Aid
formula which assisted a large number of gold mines to survive
the period of low gold prices. This scheme significantly
contributed to the stabilisation and growth of the gold mining
industry and the economy as a whole during a difficult time.
He also served for many years on various committees of the
Chamber of Mines. In 1974 he was a Chamber-nominated
member of the Government-Chamber mining mission to Iran
which investigated aspects of a closer co-operation on mining
matters. More recently, he served as a member of the Marais
Committee on mining taxation and on the Melamet Commis-
sion of Enquiry into further State aid for the ERPM gold mine;
he was also an observer for the State on this mine’s Manage-
ment Committee and Board of Directors until early 1994. He
was also a member of the SAMREC Working Committee which
developed the South African Code for reporting of Mineral
Resources and Reserves as published in 2000.

He was South Africa’s representative on the International
APCOM Council from its inception and initiated the arrange-
ments for the Symposia held in South Africa in 1972 and in
1987, and he assisted in the preparation of this Symposium in
Cape Town in 2003. He served as Chairman of the Interna-
tional Council, the first non-USA member to be elected to this
position, from 1990 to 1993.

The outstanding feature of Danie Krige’s contributions was his
focus on, and dedication to, the basic tenets of geostatistics and
the use, wherever practical, of large databases to undertake
practical follow-up studies. This style of approach to statistical
and geostatistical research became apparent in his initial 1950/2
work and consistently underpinned his research. His rigorous
practice of verifying new geostatistical techniques using large
data sets, allowed him to test and audit their applicability and
interrogate alternative approaches. His high standards of
research contributed significantly to the advancement of the
science of geostatistics and provided many fruitful avenues for
future research. His lasting contributions are a tribute to a lifetime
of dedication and he was a worthy leader and an example to all
who practice and research in the field of geostatistics.

DANIE KRIGE’S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE GRACE
GIVEN TO HIM

Thoughts from an interview he gave to Richard Minnitt
during 2012

With his weight of achievement and a life of distinguished
contributions to science and engineering behind him, Professor
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Danie Krige was a devout Christian who also recognised and
acknowledged that he had been the recipient of gifts of grace
from the Creator. He drew attention to six specific areas in
which he could identify the grace of the Almighty at work in
his life and career. The first was a tribute to his parents for the
practical application of a godly lifestyle, the establishment of a
firm foundation, and a life philosophy that was modelled by
them in every area of life. An example of this was that even
with the limited resources of a pastor, his parents saw to it
that seven of the nine siblings received a tertiary education.

The second of the gifts of grace that Danie acknowledged
was the support he had received from his two spouses. He
was happily married for 45 years to his first wife (until her
death), and for 20 years to Ansie, his second wife.

The third gift of grace was the way in which his career
developed, and the various turns in direction that it took as
his research unfolded. Having graduated from Wits he was
employed in the sampling and survey departments of the
Anglovaal Group. In the interview Danie stated that the most
important event of his career occurred when an extensive
prospecting programme of deep drilling was launched to
determine the extent and value of the extensions of the
Witwatersrand gold deposits westwards to Klerksdorp and
the Orange Free State. Mining companies involved in
exploration applied to the Government Mining Engineer for
mining leases which led to the opening up of the new
goldfields. The GME enrolled additional Mining Engineers to
handle this work and he was one of the lucky ones to be
chosen. Danie was involved full time in collecting, analysing,
and using statistical modelling of the data to determine the
underlying patterns of the gold distribution in the widening
fields. These patterns proved to be adaptable to modern
statistical programmes and these were in turn developed to
yield improved grade estimation procedures. This work was
successfully submitted for a Master’s thesis at the University
of the Witwatersrand and a technical paper that was
published here and overseas, raised interest. A French team
under Professor Georges Matheron in Paris translated the
publication and republished it in French. Professor Matheron
insisted for the worldwide acceptance of the term KRIGING
for this new valuation method, a term for a practice that is
now accepted internationally.

Danie and Ansie at Danie’s 90" birthday party.

The fourth gift of grace was that when Danie returned to
work at Anglovaal, they began to apply these advanced
methods of valuation on their mines. Comparisons with later
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follow-up values demonstrated the advantages of the new
methods. Following the clear demonstration of the validity of
the new methods, Anglovaal fully supported the application
of Danie’s methods on their mines, as well as the publication
of these findings, both locally and internationally, particularly
at international conferences. In addition, Wits University
awarded Danie a DSc(Eng) degree in recognition of this
work. This led to the award of two Honorary Doctorate
degrees in South Africa, from the University of Pretoria and
the University of South Africa (UNISA), and a third from the
Moscow State University, in addition to numerous other
awards both locally and overseas.

The fifth gift of grace Danie acknowledged was that on
retirement from Anglovaal at the age of 60, he accepted the
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unexpected opportunity of taking up the chair of Professor of
Mine Economics at Wits University, which he occupied for the
next 10 years. This enabled him to teach and undertake
extensive consulting work for mining companies both locally
and internationally, and was, in his opinion, a great blessing.

The final gift of grace that Danie recognised was that after
his retirement from Wits University he was able to undertake
extensive national and international consulting work which
he believed kept him occupied and young for the following
20 years. Danie also acknowledged, with deep gratitude, that
while the opportunities presented themselves to him, his was
the responsibility to make good use of them, and that without
these gifts of grace his life’s work would not have been
possible.

This paper which was first published in August 2013 is republished with the permission of the Royal Society of South Africa,

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0035919X.2013.826748.

Criteria for the Annual Danie Krige Medal Award

D aniel Gerhardus Krige (26 August 1919 - 3 March 2013),
one of South Africa’s most influential mining engineers and
geostatistician of international repute, passed away last year.
Danie was a recipient of the Brigadier Stokes award in 1984 -
this is the Institute’s highest recognition of contribution to the
minerals industry.

Following discussions at Office Bearers and Council during
2013 it was agreed to honour his memory and contribution to
the mineral industry through three activities:

e The publication of a Danie Krige Commemorative
Volume of the Journal. This is planned for March
2014 with a number of papers (37) having been
submitted to the publications committee to date

e An annual Danie Krige Memorial Lecture to be
facilitated by the School of Mining Engineering at the
University of the Witwatersrand

e The annual award of a Danie Krige medal for a
qualifying geostatistics paper published by the
SAIMM in the previous year.

Selection criteria

The Danie Krige Medal will be awarded annually to the author
(or co-authors) of the best geostatistical paper published in the
previous calendar year. Accordingly, SAIMM members would be
invited to nominate and/or submit papers for consideration on
an annual basis.

The following criteria will govern the award:

i. Papers on theoretical or applied geostatistics are
eligible

ii. The papers must have been published in the Journal of
the SAIMM in the preceding calendar year

iii. Nominations for the award may be made by a member
of the SAIMM (who is not an author) or submissions
may be made by the author(s)

iv. Nominations and submissions must be submitted by
email in pdf format to the SAIMM for attention of the
Chairperson of the Danie Krige Medal Committee;

v. An individual may only submit one paper (or be
nominated, based on one paper) for the award in any
year

vi. No award will be made if none of the papers in a given
year meet the minimum standards of the Danie Krige
Medal Committee. In evaluating papers, the committee
will use the following criteria and apply their
professional judgement:

a. The impact and contribution to knowledge of the
paper in its specific field

b. How innovative are the ideas or techniques
described in the paper

c. The relevance of the problem being addressed

d. How well the paper is written (language,
structure, supporting figure etc.)

vii. Only one paper, or one series of papers on a topic by
the same author, per year will qualify for the award

viii. The decision of the Danie Krige Medal Committee on
the award of the medal will be final

ix. Award of a Danie Krige Medal excludes the winning
paper from consideration for any other SAIMM
publications awards i.e. the SAIMM Gold and Silver
medals for Journal papers.

The Danie Krige medal will comprise a 38 mm diameter
medal in 9 carat gold in an engraved rosewood case and carry
an impression of Danie Krige on one side and the SAIMM logo
on the other.

G.L. Smith
Immediate Past President, SAIMM
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