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This book describes the principles of care of the diabetic surgical 
patient with an emphasis on diabetic foot problems. It is the 
third updated edition since its first publication in 2002. The 
overwhelming majority of the contributors work in the USA, and 
experience at the Joslin-Beth Israel Deaconess Foot Center in 
particular is presented. 

The main sections of the book are as follows: clinical features 
and diagnosis (including epidemiology, diabetic neuropathy, 
clinical examination and imaging of infection in the diabetic 
foot); pathophysiology (wound healing, diabetic foot ulcers, 
microvascular changes in the diabetic foot); management of the 
diabetic foot (including wound care, arterial reconstruction, 
amputations and rehabilitation); and organisation and preventive 
care (organisation of the diabetic foot care team, prevention of 
diabetic foot problems through suitable footwear). As is often the 
case in books with several authors, the chapters are of varying 
quality. Overlap and reiteration, especially in the first two parts of 

the book, are inconvenient and should be examined by the editors 
when they prepare the next edition. They also need to update the 
literature, more than 90% of which in quite a few chapters dates 
back to the 1990s, i.e. to the first edition, so that the reader has to 
search for recent results somewhere else. More careful editing of 
the book should have avoided obvious mistakes, for example the 
confusions in Figs 3.5, 3.6 and 3.7 (pages 43 - 48). 

Although its quality could be improved, the book nevertheless 
gives an excellent general account of medical and surgical 
management of the diabetic foot and can be recommended in 
particular to family doctors and to surgeons at the beginning of 
their careers.
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