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Energising the executive

The structure and organisational hierarchy of the Association have been carefully 
assembled to produce an efficient and progressive team to direct the affairs of our 
profession. Paramount amongst that architecture is the recognition of the dual 
imperatives of the Executive… but also indeed of all the Committees and substructures. 
The ultimate success of the organisation depends upon harnessing the wisdom of 
the experienced member with the enthusiasm and energy of the younger … that is 
the dual nature which combines to produce innovation but also the start of tradition. 
Membership of the Association committees is therefore a signal honour …but is also a 
challenging burden. The objectives may be clear but the way through may be tortuous 
indeed. It has been with those realities in mind that the tenure of membership on any of 
the committees has been formulated to allow for the stamina of experience and to allow 
for the impetuousness of youth.

When members are invited to nominate colleagues to any of these positions, that 
invitation accords a privilege and a responsibility. It is a privilege for individual members 
to express their preferences, and a simultaneous responsibility, for those preferences 
will be based on careful assessment of the abilities of the candidate. Whilst these 
considerations may be claimed to affect any organisation, they are especially pertinent 
to the Association because of the impact of the new structures which recognise that the 
Association has matured into an institution run on business lines. Settling into that role 
has demanded time and cogitation. 

When nominations are called for members to fill positions on the SADA Board, it is 
precisely the factors described above which will influence the decisions and the 
selections. It is instructive to also recognise that despite the undoubted qualifications 
such erudite nominees may have, there remains a need for a period of induction and, 
perhaps surprisingly, a period of actual training. Association Members may not be aware 
of just how seriously is considered the question of ensuring competent direction of the 
affairs of the Association. New non- Executive members of the Board will have a period 
of some several months to receive such training before finally assuming the offices to 
which they have been elected. Indeed a basic selection consideration may be whether 
a candidate is willing to undergo time consuming and challenging instruction in the 
workings and promotion of SADA. These are rather special, dedicated people.

It may be just imagination but there may be some relevance in the current Front Cover 
images of the Journal… the teeth of denizens of the deep. Think of the mussel cracker 
and then focus on the need for Committee members to be able to break down the hard 
crust of problems facing the Association so a thorough chewing-over of all considerations 
is possible. Then picture the baleen of the mighty whale…sifting out the essentials, 
carefully retaining the best for intake. May our Committee members bring that same 
meticulous combing out of the dilemmas facing the profession, simplifying and refining 
to render problems digestible?!  But what about sharp teeth?? There are those aplenty 
amongst fish.  And yes of course we need Committee members whose sharp intellect 
and perception will analyse problems rapidly by stripping off the obfuscating verbiage. 

Revisit the Front Covers … do you recognise the characteristics?  Remember them as 
the criteria which single out the leaders in our profession., enriching and energising.

SADJ May 2016, Vol 71 no 4 p148

WG Evans

FEBRUARY 2016

Volume 71 No. 1
ISSN No. 1029-4864

research

8 Antifungal susceptibility of Candida 

albicans isolated from the oral cavities of 

patients with HIV infection and cancer

12 The perceptions of South African 

dentists on strategic management to 

ensure a viable dental practice

20 The association between area level 

socio-economic position and oral health-

related quality of life in the South African 

adult population

clinical review

26 The emerging role of epigenetics in the 

pathogenesis of periodontitis - A review

Two major species of Tigerfish. Hydrocynus goliath 

(illustrated) occurs in Lake Tanganyika and Congo 

river, up to 110 pounds, has been known to attack 

humans!; more familiar is Hydrocynus vittatus 

Okavango swamp, Zambezi River up to 33 pounds  

and a fine fighting fish. Both have fearsomely large 

and protruding teeth supplemented by a series of 

replacement teeth in case of loss or fracture. 
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54 Epithelial cell rests of Malassez: from 

quiescent remnants to frontrunners 

in periodontal homeostasis and 

regeneration. A brief review

62 Glucocorticosteroids in the treatment 

of immune mediated oral diseases

research

58 Penetration of hydrogen peroxide into 

the pulp chamber after conventional and 

laser-assisted bleaching

70 Patterns of previous tooth loss in 

patients presenting at five different 

types of dental practice

The White Musselcracker (sparodon durbanensis) 

has four incisors and scattered rows of specialised 

molariform, domed, teeth which enable the fish to 

easily crush the hardest shells. 
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100 An in-vitro comparison of microleakage between three calcium silicate

cements and amalgam

106 The whitening effect of four different commercial denture cleansers on

stained acrylic resin

112 Salivary creatinekinase - MB in myocardial infarction

case report

116 Adolescent caries management: an interdisciplinary approach

Carp were introduced into South Africa in the late 1700’s. The grass carp 

(Ctenopharyngodon idella) is a popular angling target. 

The teeth are at the back of the mouth, aligned in three rows on either side, three 

teeth in inner row, one tooth in outer two rows. A tough calcified pad lies above the 

teeth and food is crushed against it. 

(Goldfish are members of the carp family and have such teeth!)
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