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Herrie (H. F.) van Rooy

Herrie started his career as adjunct faculty in 1975 after which he became a
minister in the Reformed Churches in South Africa (Gereformeerde Kerke in
Suid-Afrika). He completed his Ph.D in 1977 in which he compared the
structures of extra-biblical state treaties such as the Sefire treaties with
Deuteronomium. With this study he opened the gate for a cultural-historical
understanding of treaties and what would be known as the covenant in the Old
Testament. Moreover, he opened the door for others to utilise extra-biblical
material to understand what is going on in the Old Testament in a context that
was unreceptive to the use of extra-biblical material.

He did not stay a minister for long, because his acumen was soon
needed. He became a senior lecturer at the then Potchefstroom University for
Christian Higher Education (now North West University, Potchefstroom
Campus) where he started to teach Semitic Languages and Old Testament in
1980. In his career he served as vice-dean and as dean of the Faculty of
Theology. Since 1999 he became director of the Research Unit for Reformed
Theology and the Development of South-African Society. He acted as
supervisor for 38 masters and doctoral students and served on four panels
auditing departments at other universities.

Herrie van Rooy is a B2 NRF-rated researcher. He served on various
editorial boards. He is the current editor of Koers and serves on the advisory
board of Oud Testamentische Studién, published by Brill under the auspices of
Het Oudtestamentisch Werkgezelschap. He was also editor for book reviews of
Old Testament Essays, the journal of the Old Testament Society of South
Africa of which he was the secretary from 1992-1998 and chair from 1998-
2004. He also served as member of the editing staff of the Journal for
Northwest Semitic Languages and In die Skriflig.

Herrie is also very active in the different guilds to which he belonged,
such as the South African Society for General Literary Studies, World Union of
Jewish Studies, Society for Biblical Literature, the Suid-Afrikaanse Akademie
vir Wetenskap en Kuns, who honoured him with the Willem van Drimmelen
Medal for his work. Herrie is also an active member of SASNES of which he
was treasurer, additional member, and chair.

He published widely in journals and essays in books. He was co-editor
of a few books and published his own book in 1999 on the Syriac Apocryphal
Psalms at Oxford University Press.
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“Die vertaling van voorwaardelike konstruksies met die deelwoord in Bybelse
Hebreeus in 'n aantal Bybelvertalings.” Literator 15 (1994): 155-184.

“The Origin of the Syriac Apocryphal Psalm 153.” Journal for Semitics 6 (1994):
192-200.

“Die wisselwerking tussen profeet en gehoor in die boek Esegi€l.” In die Skriflig 28
(1994): 235-246.

“Die bydrae en relevansie van die Ou-Testamentiese wetenskapsbeoefening in die
Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid-Afrika (1869-1994).” In die Skriflig 29 (1995):
47-76.

With Jaap L. Helberg. “Die gebruik van die Ou Testament in die volkslewe: 'n
Ondersoek onder predikante en ander lidmate van die Gereformeerde Kerke in
Suid-Afrika.” In die Skriflig 29 (1995): 663-681.

“The Textual Traditions and Origin of the Syriac Apocryphal Psalm 152.” Journal of
Northwest Semitic Languages 21/2 (1995): 93-104.

“The Old Testament as Tradition.” Evangelical Review of Theology 19/2 (1995): 102-
114.

“Die inleidings en opskrifte van die vyf Siriese Apokriewe Psalms.” In die Skriflig
30/1 (1996): 97-111.

“Die sogenaamde Bybelse kultuurmandaat (Gen. 1:28 en 2:15) en ontwikkeling.”
Koers 61/4 (1996): 425-440.

“Die Siriese apokriewe Psalms in die manuskrip 12t4.” Acta Theologica 16/1 (1996):
107-128.

“Word die partikel asjer as inleidingspartikel in voorwaardelike sinne in Bybelse
Hebreeus gebruik?” Supplement for Suid-Afrikaanse Tydskrif vir Linguistiek 33
(1996): 23-46.

“Die verhouding van die Siriese Psalm 151 tot die Griekse en Hebreeuse weergawes.”
Skrif en Kerk 18/1 (1997): 176-197.

“Etiek en Ou Testament: 'n Kritiese bespreking van Bybelse grondslae vir moderne
etiese vraagstukke.” In die Skriflig 31/1 (1997):1-17.

“Psalm 154:14 and the Relation between the Hebrew and Syriac Versions of Psalm
154.” Journal of Biblical Literature 116/2 (1997): 321-324.

“Die Siriese manuskrip 12t4 — 'n merkwaardige manuskrip uit die twaalfde eeu.” In
die Skriflig 31/4 (1997): 389-402.

“The Marginal Notes to the Syriac Apocryphal Psalms in Manuscript 12t4.” Vetus
Testamentum 48/4 (1998): 542-554.

“The Message of a Number of Psalms as Interpreted in Syriac Psalm Headings.” Skrif
en Kerk 19 (1998): 653-663.

“A Second Version of the Syriac Psalm 151.” Old Testament Essays 11/3 (1998):
567-581.

“The ‘Hebrew’ Psalm Headings in the Syriac Manuscript 12t4.” Journal of Northwest
Semitic Languages 25/1 (1999): 225-237.

“Vryheid en verbond: 'n Ou-Testamentiese perspektief.” In die Skriflig 34/1 (2000):
3-16.

With Y. Kim. “Reading Psalm 78 Multi-Dimensionally.” Scriptura 74 (2000): 285-
298.



354 Prof. Herrie van Rooy OTE 27/2 (2014): 351-358
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