by increased awareness, better surveillance and more support for upgrading
pig production to increase domestic food
supply and export opportunities for
pork. The group also aims to facilitate
investigation of the link between the high
prevalence of epilepsy in the region and
neurocysticosis. Since its inception in
2002, members of the CWGESA and many
other colleagues have been involved in
research that has significantly increased
the amount of information available
about cysticercosis/taeniosis in the region.
For example, human cysticercosis surveys
using Antigen-ELISA in the southern
highlands of Tanzania and Tete province,
Mozambique revealed that 16.7 % and
14.5 %, respectively, of people sampled
had active infections. The time has come
to use this type of information to formulate and evaluate control interventions
that are likely to succeed in greatly reducing and eventually eliminating cysticercosis and taeniosis in the region.
Meeting participants provided updates
on the status of porcine and human
cysticercosis in the 13 endemic countries
in the ESA region, including Madagascar,
represented at the meeting, as well as in
Nigeria and Gambia/Senegal. There were

also updates on the Global Campaign for
Combating T. solium Cysticercosis, in the
form of a report on the WHO Experts
Meeting on Cysticercosis Elimination
held the week before the 6th General
Assembly meeting of the CWGESA; on
the ground covered during a meeting of
the CWGESA Technical Advisory Group
in September 2008; and on ongoing and
commencing regional projects, as well as
more general aspects such as progress in
developing a vaccine for pigs, the schistosomiasis control initiative in the region,
and the activities of GALVmed. In regions
where the zoonoses overlap, the integration of schistosomiasis and taeniosis control
through human treatment with anthelmintics appears feasible and is already
being done in some countries, including
Madagascar, although concerns about the
possible effect on persons with undiagnosed and dormant neurocysticercosis
were raised. The potentially high contribution that raising awareness and providing information on prevention of cysticercosis can make to control and elimination was highlighted in particular in
reports from Tanzania and Zambia,
where a measure of success has been
achieved in target communities. The

M-L Penrith, CWGESA Country Coordinator for South Africa

importance of improving pig husbandry
was also reflected in reports, and initiatives in Kenya, Mozambique and Tanzania as the focus of ongoing and commencing projects were described. Working
groups considered the theme ‘Moving
from securing the evidence base to intervention research’. They proposed various
integrated control approaches. Ideally
these would consist of improving pig
husbandry, ensuring good sanitation and
hygiene including meat inspection, and
providing education and training in good
practices, but recognising that not all of
these could be achieved in the short term,
interventions such as mass vaccination
and/or treatment of pigs and mass or
targeted treatment of humans at risk
were also incorporated. Participants were
reminded that the CWGESA website is
available at www.cwgesa.org It was concluded that the status of cysticercosis as a
neglected zoonosis remains unchanged,
and that innovative approaches that
integrate a variety of options for control of
the disease in people and pigs will be
needed to change that situation.
The next General Assembly will be held
in Mthatha, Eastern Cape, South Africa, in
2011.

CWGESA internet website: www.cwgesa.org

E-mail: marylouise@vodamail.co.za

For further information, please contact:
Prof. Samson Mukaratirwa, CWGESA Chairperson

Prof. Faustin Lekule, CWGESA Vice-Chairperson

School of Biological and Conservation Sciences, University of
KwaZulu-Natal, Westville Campus, Durban, South Africa
E-mail: mukaratirwa@ukzn.ac.za

Department of Animal Science, Sokoine University of Agriculture,
Morogoro, Tanzania
E-mail: lekulefp@yahoo.com

Call for contributions on the history of
veterinary science
At its last meeting the SAVA History Committee decided to
invite all SAVA members to contribute short articles on any
aspect of veterinary history of their choice. Suitable contributions will be published in this journal and later on on the
internet. Eventually these articles will form a virtual book
on veterinary history in South Africa which will available
worldwide and can be constantly updated. Articles could
consist of the brief history of work on a specific disease, such as
the article by Dr Dürr Bezuidenhout on heartwater (page 208),
cover the contributions of a specific person/group, or summarise any other aspect of general interest.
Contributions can be written in either English or Afrikaans
and should not be longer than about 2000 words. The style
must be popular with the emphasis on the personalities
involved and the ‘story behind the story’. A comprehensive
scientific review is not expected and references should be
limited to a short list of sources. Manuscripts can either be sent
to the Editor of the JSAVA or directly by e-mail to:
daan.verwoerd@up.ac.za
D W Verwoerd
Chairperson
SAVV History Committee
0038-2809 Jl S.Afr.vet.Ass. (2009) 80(4): 206–207

Oproep vir bydraes oor die geskiedenis van
veeartsenykunde
Tydens die laaste vergadering van die Geskiedeniskomitee
van die SAVV is besluit om alle lede uit te nooi om kort artikels
oor enige aspek van veterinêre geskiedenis van hulle keuse by
te dra. Geskikte bydraes sal in hierdie Joernaal en later op die
internet gepubliseer word. Eventueel sal dié artikels ’n
virtuele boek oor die veterinêre geskiedenis van Suid Afrika
daarstel wat wêreldwyd beskikbaar sal wees en deurlopend
opgedateer kan word. Artikels kan uit die kort geskiedenis
van werk op ‘n spesifieke siekte bestaan, soos die artikel van
dr Dürr Bezuidenhout oor hartwater (bladsy 208), die bydraes
van ‘n spesifieke persoon/groep dek, of enige ander onderwerp van algemene belang opsom.
Bydraes kan in Engels of Afrikaans geskryf word en moet nie
langer as ongeveer 2000 woorde wees nie. Die styl moet
populêr wees met die klem op die betrokke persoonlikhede
en die ‘storie agter die storie’. Geen volledige wetenskaplike
oorsig word verwag nie en verwysings moet beperk word tot
‘n kort bronnelys. Manuskripte kan aan Redakteur van die
SAVV Tydskrif gestuur word of direk per e-pos aan:
daan.verwoerd@up.ac.za
D W Verwoerd
Voorsitter
SAVV Geskiedenis Komitee
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