and held in Mpumalanga. Given the sensitivity about the use of water resources, |
felt that my opening remarks bear repeating.
Water islife. Barbara Kingslover, the well-known American novelist, essayist and poet
(who was born 8 April 1955, raised in rural Kentucky, and lived briefly in the former
Republic of Congo) describes it thus: It's the briny broth of our origins, the pounding
circulatory system of the world. We stake our civilisations on the coasts and mighty
rivers. Our deepest dread is the threat of having too little—or too much.

Wherever we stand on climate change, our industry, in its quest to create economic wealth, isamajor
consumer and polluter of anironically scarce resource in Africaand elsewhere. It is the age old conundrum of managing
an apparently limitless resource in a manner that can balance the needs of individuals and institutions.

There is an exact parallel to thisin the use of common grazing. As each farmer sees how good the grazing is, he
increases his herds, until finally the pasture is destroyed. Thisis acommon sight around our country in the rural areas.

The mining industry is by no means the only guilty party in thisinsatiable need for afinite resource. The industry is,
however, one that is very much in the spotlight because of the legacy issues of acid mine drainage (AMD) in the
Witwatersrand aquifers. The fact that the legacy and short-sightedness of our forebearsin industry and government have
led usto this point, puts the purpose of considering resources such as water in sharp relief. The mining industry and the
state, as representatives of some of the beneficiaries of historical mining activity, have to reach a common position to
resolve today’s issues quickly, or we shall all be the losers.

| am firmly of the view that we all need to put aside recrimination and blame for where we find ourselves. | sense that
all our energy must be used to put ideasinto practice now. Thisis a unique opportunity for all the stakeholdersin the
mining industry, who | know recognize the problem, to deliver the answers now.

The SAIMM findsitself at the centre of debates on many of today’s pressing issues, including the environment,
energy, and other scarce resources, and | am proud that the members’ contributions to these debates are recognized and
areincreasingly vauable.

I recently attended the water resource conference that was organized by the SAIMM

GysLandman
President, SAIMM
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