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economics insight from Indonesia

CrossMark

This study aimed to analyse the contribution of infaq funds to the social and economic
resilience of the community during the COVID-19 pandemic in West Papua, Indonesia.
This study uses a mixed-method approach, combining qualitative and quantitative studies.
Qualitative data were collected through focus group discussions with administrators, Dai
[Islamic preacher] and mosque congregations to obtain information about the form and
mechanism for disbursing infaq funds. Furthermore, the state of distribution of infaq
funds is confirmed to the recipient community with an online survey as quantitative data.
The data obtained were tabulated and analysed with descriptive and inferential statistics
using multiple linear regression assisted by SPSS software 25 version. The research
findings show that: firstly, the form of the social-economic contribution of infaq funds is
carried out by: (1) financial assistance, (2) social assistance, and (3) health assistance.
Secondly, infaq, an instrument of Islamic economics, can contribute to tackling the social
and economic impacts of the community amid the COVID-19 outbreak. Thirdly, of the
three forms of assistance provided, the health assistance aspect contributed 38.320%, the
financial assistance aspect amounted to 37.173% and 24.339% to social assistance. This
study shows that the community most needed health and financial assistance from infaq
funds during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Contribution: This study complements the existing literature and provides a new scientific
treasure. That the infaq fund, as a philanthropy, turned out to be able to contribute to
realising the social-economic resilience of the community during a disease outbreak.
The form of health, financial and social assistance from infaq funds is a priority in
accelerating the community’s economic recovery. It can be a countermeasure to socio-
economic impacts during disasters and disease outbreaks.

Keywords: infaq funds contribution; socio-economic resilience; Islamic economics; COVID-19
pandemic outbreak; Islam in West Papua Indonesia

Introduction

The economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the Indonesian people has reached an
alarming peak. The Ministry of Finance has implemented a budget (refocusing policy) four
times in the 2021 fiscal year and three times in 2020. This has implications for the addition of
foreign debt to experience a drastic increase (Puspasari 2020). In addition to economic policies,
the government’s policy of imposing restrictions on community activities has substantially
reduced community activities. This policy hurts the economic movement of the community
(Sani 2020). In addition, world leaders have also adopted physical distancing policies to control
the COVID-19 outbreak. However, this policy impacts the decline in overall economic activity
(Iskandar, Possumah & Agbar 2020). World Bank data show that around 24 million people in
East Asia and the Pacific, including West Papua in Indonesia, are experiencing a significant
decline (World Bank 2020). In addition, the Central Statistics Agency released national economic
growth in the second quarter of 2021, where only West Papua Province experienced economic
growth of -2.39% during the COVID-19 pandemic (Jayani 2021). With most of the community
being at the lower middle economic level, COVID-19 severely threatens the people of West
Papua. The study of Paolo Surico and Andrea Galeotti shows that the lower middle class is the
most vulnerable in maintaining economic resilience because of COVID-19 (Surico & Galeotti
2020). This will continue to happen if all components and elements of society and the government
do not find the right formula in tackling COVID-19; the community’s economy will experience
profound dynamics.
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With the above conditions, the question arises: How can
West Papua, with the lowest economic growth in Indonesia,
get through it? What do you have to be able to survive amid
a pandemic that is not certain when it will end? The honest
answer lies within the Indonesian people. As a country with
the largest Muslim population in the world, Muslims can
make the best contribution through Islamic Economics and
Sharia Finance instruments (Hafizah 2021; Iskandar et al.
2020). Through the Qur’an, Allah SWT instructs Muslims, in
particular, to always care for others. One of the manifestations
of this concern is distributing infaq managed by the mosque
to the needy, poor, broke and impoverished (Aziz 2021;
Enghariano 2020). Infaq is considered strategic and urgent in
helping to alleviate poverty in areas with a Muslim
community base (Ascarya 2021; Malik & Hussain 1994; Rijal,
Zainuri & Azwari 2020). It is urgent because it is related to
economic and social needs due to various government
policies tackling poverty during the COVID-19 pandemic. It
was strategic because this contribution would increase public
trust in mosques. This will create an orientation for
congregational development that is socio-religious and
social-economic based, according to the vision of the
Indonesian mosque council (Yasmin 2020).

In addition, studies on the economic resilience of the Islamic
economy-based community during the COVID-19 pandemic
have not been widely carried out. Existing studies are still
focused on studies of increasing infaq finance (Adnan 2013;
Muttagien & Mas'ud 2021) either through conventional
methods (Aji et al. 2021; Uyun 2015) or digitally (Hudaefi &
Beik 2021), theoretical studies of infaq fund models
and management (Hermawan, Restu & Rini 2016; Puspitasari
Gobel 2020; Zibbri et al. 2021), infaq fundraising (Aji et al.
2021), and community empowerment through infaq
(Saripudin, Djamil & Rodoni 2020). It can be seen that
the practical study of the contribution of infaq in overcoming
the social-economic impact has not been of great interest to
academics, so it is necessary to conduct comprehensive
research immediately. The goal is that infaq fund managers
can directly distribute to those entitled appropriately to
accelerate economic response during the COVID-19 pandemic.

This study explores mosques’ contribution in overcoming
the community’s socio-economic impacts during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Contributions that are right on target
and directly impact the benefits to the community are the
focus of this research study. If not, the infaq funds will be in
vain and be a disaster for the distributors (Aziz 2021). In
addition, this study will also look at how mosques contribute
not only as religious pillars but also as instruments for social
and economic resilience following current needs. In the end,
mosques can take part in response to COVID-19 through
infaq mechanisms.

Infaq as an instrument of Islamic philanthropy

Islam guides its people to be clean, generous and forgiving
souls by teaching their willingness to provide assistance,
alms and infaq to others (Aprianto 2017). Wahbah
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Azzuhaeliy called infaq an instrument of developing
goodness, namely the benefit of the life of the world and
the hereafter, so that Muslims are prohibited from being
stingy (Azzuhaeliy n.d.). In QS. Ali Imran [3]: 134, it is also
stated that infaq is issued to every believer, whether high
or low income, to help others. This means that donating is
God’s command for humanity, following Islamic teachings
(Enghariano 2020; Fadhilatunisa et al. 2020) and reducing
poverty (Aziz 2021). Therefore, infaq may be given to
anyone in need (Fauzia & Riyadi 2015). In addition, infaq
functioned as an instrument in helping the community’s
needs in their daily lives, both in the form of financial,
social and health assistance (Aziz 2021). This emphasis on
the attitude of giving is a suitable means to help create a
society that cares about social conditions (Aprianto 2017)
and can save the afterlife (Muttagien & Mas'ud 2021).
Therefore, this infaq must be immediately distributed to
people in need (Aziz 2021), including those affected by the
pandemic.

Some views on infaq are briefly as follows: firstly, Arini
Saadah stated that infaq is a commendable practice that
can be done in Islam. Apart from cleaning property, it also
helps other people solve the community’s economic and
social difficulties. According to him, there is a
misunderstanding among people about the concept of
infaq, that Islam never imposes a certain amount to be
donated (Saadah 2020). It was further stated that infaq is
different from illegal levies. Infaq is based on the giver’s
sincerity of moderate infaq (Rosmini 2016; Saadah 2020).
Secondly, the National Amil Zakat Agency emphasises
that there is a difference between infaq and alms.
According to him, infaq is flexible, namely spending or
donating something of a property intended for mosques,
foundations or needy people. At the same time, alms are
all kinds of kindness given voluntarily in the form of
money or ideas to help others, including a smile (Kelana
2020). Thirdly, M. Siddiq Al Jawi said that infaq is the use
of the property to meet needs. According to him, zakat can
be categorised as infaq because it is intended to meet
needs. M. Siddi emphasised that infaq is a property
oriented to consumptive activities (Jawi 2020). Thus, infaq
is generally designed for the community’s socio-economic
recovery, which must be immediately distributed to the
poor, needy and other people in need (Enghariano 2020).
This is very relevant that infaq can be used to ensure the
socio-economic needs of people in need, especially during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Existing studies have shown that Islamic philanthropic
instruments, including zakat, infaq and alms funds, play an
essential role in the socio-economic life of the community
(Puspitasari Gobel 2020; Uyun 2015). Funds collected are
generally used to benefit the community (Agama 2015;
Yudho Anggoro 2018). However, during the COVID-19
pandemic, the management of infaq funds experienced
difficulties. At least three discussion groups were found from
previous studies related to infaq, namely studies related to
the collection and optimisation of infaq funds, management
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of infaq funds and distribution of infaq funds to the
community during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Firstly, a study on increasing infaq funds during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The existence of a pandemic has a
significant impact on the income of infaq funds. Infaq fund
managers, including mosques and amil institutions, must be
more active and innovative in fundraising. For example,
through campaigns in online media (Hudaefi & Beik 2021)
and counselling (Uyun 2015). During the COVID-19
pandemic, people tended to use technology platforms more
in distributing infaq funds (Aji et al. 2021). In addition, the
‘Friday Thousand’ programme carried out by the community
every Friday also significantly contributes to collecting infaq
funds (Khaerunisa, Yayuli & Febriandika 2021). With this
infaq instrument, the government can be assisted in
accelerating the community’s economic recovery from the
crisis (Ascarya 2021).

Secondly, a study related to the management of infaq funds.
The management of infaq funds distributed to the public
during the pandemic is quite diverse, both in the distribution
method and the form of assistance. Generally, assistance is
provided in the form of medical assistance, financial and
social assistance (Ascarya 2021) and educational scholarship
assistance for the affected communities (Alin Nordin &
Rahman 2018; Mursal et al. 2021). In addition, assistance with
primary materials, helping orphanages and distributing
masks are priorities in allocating infaq funds (Mursal
et al. 2021).

Thirdly, the distribution system of infaq funds is quite
diverse. Starting from direct giving by the infaq fund
manager (Uyun 2015) and also using the principle of ‘from
the citizens, by the citizens, and for the citizens” as the
embodiment of the typical Indonesian ‘gotong-royong’
icon (Adinugraha 2017). In addition, Hidayati, in her study,
mentions that there are two approaches in the distribution
of infaq funds, namely partial and structural approaches
(Hidayati et al. 2020). The partisan course is aimed at the
poor and weak, carried out incidentally. The purpose of
this method is so that economic problems can be resolved
for a while. Meanwhile, the structural approach emphasises
continuous assistance to achieve social and economic
independence (Hidayati et al. 2020).

Infaq for the social and economic resilience of
the community

Various studies have also shown that the COVID-19
outbreak is a serious threat and has implications for the
social and economic resilience of the community and must
immediately find instruments as a protection measure
(Brada, Gajewski & Kutan 2021; Hadi 2020). Individuals or
groups that have good social resilience mean being able to
survive, overcome and manage challenges (the impact of the
COVID-19 outbreak) that occur in the surrounding
environment and find solutions to these challenges and vice
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versa (Bastaminia, Rezaei & Saraei 2017; Siahaan 2012).
Likewise, with the economic resilience of the community,
their resilience and tenacity in the face of disasters also
impact the family’s economic stability (Sadewo 2020;
Woulandari 2017). Therefore, as Islamic philanthropy, infaq
funds can be used to help relieve society when disasters
affect (Makarim & Athief 2022).

Existing studies show that infaq has not been used as an
essential instrument in solving the socio-economic problems
of the community during the COVID-19 pandemic. Existing
studies still highlight how business actors can maintain their
business and still get financial benefits (Bui, Tzu-Ling Chen &
Wickens 2021), including the resilience of the tourism sector
(Mirehie & Cho 2021; Rahman et al. 2021; Rai, Rai & Singh
2021). This sector in the social hierarchy is at the top level
with capital. Meanwhile, the economic resilience of the
family, which incidentally is at the lower level (consumptive),
isnotwidely practised and is very vulnerable. As Rahman and
Lian pointed out, poor households are less resilient and more
likely to fall into poverty because of COVID-19 (Ur Rahman
et al. 2021).

Some of the existing literature has shown that infaq funds
can function as an instrument in overcoming the COVID-19
pandemic. In addition, it is a must for a Muslim to distribute
infaq funds to benefit the people in need (Aziz 2021;
Fauzia & Riyadi 2015). However, existing studies focus on
increasing infaq funds and have not been widely used as
an economic and social instrument for the affected
communities. However, current studies tend to focus on
improving infaq funds and the economic resilience of
business actors and have not been widely used as an
instrument for the social and economic stability of the
affected communities.

Methodology of research

This study on the distribution of infaq funds was conducted
in the Province of West Papua, Indonesia. The choice of
location is based on socio-economic issues, which are of great
concern to the current government. In addition, the West
Papua region, one of Indonesia’s poorest provinces (Adhi
2021) with the highest index of religious tolerance in Indonesia
(Savitri 2020), makes this study’s object relevant. In the end,
the local government can implement the study results directly
in determining policies to overcome the social-economic
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the community.

Furthermore, this study uses a mixed-method approach to the
sequential exploratory model. This model combines qualitative
and quantitative methods sequentially. In the first stage, they
use qualitative, and quantitative methods in the second stage.
Qualitative methods are used to find hypotheses on finite
samples, and quantitative methods to test hypotheses in a
broader population (Creswell & Clark 2017). Combining these
two approaches is intended to provide a comprehensive
picture of the management of infaq funds and their impact on
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First stage

Qualitative
Data collection and
analysis

Building to

Procedure Procedure

* Using qualitative results to develop
quantitative survey instruments

e Focus group discussion
e Coding and thematic
analysis

Product

e Description of the distribution
flow of infaq funds

¢ Forms of distribution of infaq funds
on social-economic resilience

Second stage Output

Quantitative
Data collection
and analysis

Interpretation

Procedure Procedure

* Sample determination

® Survey

* Determining the coefficient of
multiple regression

* Determining multiple correlations

* Determining the coefficient of
determination

e Calculating the effective and relative
contribution of infaq funds on social
and economic resilience

¢ The form of infaq funds that are most
needed by the community in realising
social and economic resilience during
the COVID-19 pandemic

Source: Adaptation from Creswell, JW. & Clark, V.L.P., 2017, Designing and conducting mixed methods research, Sage Publications.

FIGURE 1: Sequential exploratory model combination method procedure.

community economic resilience during the COVID-19
pandemic. The details of the procedure in this study can be
seen in Figure 1.

The qualitative approach obtained by the focus group
discussion (FGD) and literature study is intended to
determine the form of distribution of mosque infaq funds
to the community. A total of 11 people with authority
became key informants in this study. These informants
came from;

* the infaq fund manager of the mosque, two people;
e Amil Zakat Institution (LAZ), two people;

¢ Dai (Islamic preachers), two people and

e five worshippers.

After the process and the form of contribution of infaq funds
as a variable is known, it is continued in the second stage,
namely quantitative. At this stage, primary data derived from
the results of online surveys are used. The survey was
conducted on 203 sample respondents from 412 infaq recipient
communities in 48 mosques in West Papua. The sample
number is determined using the Slovin formula at a
significance of 5%, as follows:

__N
I+ NE
412
1+(412 x 0.005°)
Ve 412
1+(412 x 0.0025)
_ 4
~ 1+(1.030)
412

2030
N =202.956 ~ 203 person sample (rounding)

[Eqn 1]

Focus group discussion data and literature studies are
elaborated to strengthen the results of existing studies.
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Meanwhile, the survey results were analysed using multiple
linear regression with the help of SPSS version 25 software.
The results of this analysis were then interpreted to see the
contribution, percentage of effective contribution (EC) and
relative contribution (RC) to the socio-economic resilience
of the community during the COVID-19 pandemic. Before
determining the practical and RCs, the results of the
correlation analysis (rxy), multiple linear regression
coefficients (Beta ) and the coefficient of determination
(R-square) are required as analysis requirements.

Multiple linear regression is presented in Equation 2:
Y=B,+B X +BX,+BX +... B X, [Eqn 2]

The correlation coefficient is obtained using the following
formula in Equation 3:

n (2 XiY)- (2 xi)(XY)

r, = [Eqn 3]
Jn(zx)-cx rHn(Er)-cr)

The coefficient of determination is obtained using the
following formula in Equation 4:

R =(r ) * 100% [Eqn 4]

After the correlation coefficient, regression and determination
are obtained, the calculation of the EC and RC of infaq funds
to the social-economic resilience of the community is then
carried out. The formula for the analysis is as follows:

EC (X) % =Beta _xr_x100% [Eqn 5]
SE(X)%

RC ()%= — = [Eqn 6]

Remark:

EC = effective contribution

RC = relative contribution

Beta_ = regression coefficients (standardised coefficient beta
regression analysis output)

T = correlation coefficient

R = coefficient of determination (R-square)
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Result and discussion

Contribution of mosque infaq funds during the
COVID-19 pandemic outbreak

The Directorate General of Population and Civil Registration
of the Ministry of Home Affairs in December 2021 recorded
that the population of West Papua amounted to 1.15 million
people spread across 12 districts and one city. Of these, the
majority or as many as 619.8 thousand people (53.88%) of the
population in West Papua are Christians, and 438.84 thousand
people (38.15%) are Muslims. The rest are other religions,
including Catholics, Hindus, Buddhists and Confucians. As a
region that upholds tolerance (Nursalikah 2020; Savitri 2020),
Islam continues to provide support in overcoming the
social and economic impacts of the community during the
COVID-19 pandemic (Iskandar et al. 2020). According to
the report of the National Amil Zakat agency of West
Papua Province, as many as 412 people in 2021 were given
assistance sourced from infak funds (HUMAS BAZNAS
2021). Although the amount is relatively small, the evaluation
of the accuracy of the distribution of infaq funds needs
attention. This is because infaq funds must be used for the
benefit and public interest, including during the COVID-19
pandemic (Aldi 2020, HUMAS BAZNAS 2021).

The mosque donation contribution is based on the FGD results
with several figures, including the manager, Dai, and the
congregation using a virtual zoom meeting. The discussion
results concluded that three forms of mosque infaq fund
assistance were provided to the community: financial aid,
health and social service. As for the form of assistance, the
percentage and amount of infaq funds can be seen in Figures 2
and 3. In addition, the distribution of infaq funds to
communities affected by COVID-19 was also found, as
presented in Figure 4. Finally, the three forms of distribution of
infaq funds are analysed for the percentage of their contribution
to the social and economic resilience of the community.

Infaq funds managed by mosques are distributed into three
forms of financing with various compositions. Financing is
done through social assistance, health and financial assistance
or money.

Financial assistance

This is realised in the form of cash distributed to various
nominals according to the economic conditions of the
affected community (Nirwan 2021; Satir 2021; Umrah 2021).

Social assistance 45

"

9

@ Financial aid 18

@

>

Health aid 36
T T T T T 1
0 10 20 30 40 50
Numbers

FIGURE 2: Distribuon of infaq funds during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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This is intended so that assistance sourced from infaq
funds can be proportionally distributed according to the
community’s needs. For example, in the affected community
with a family of three people, of course, the assistance will
be more minor compared with a family with seven
dependents (Kudus 2021). This principle is carried out as a
manifestation of accountability and the focus on justice in
distributing people’s funds (Adnan 2013) so that the
economic burden on the community or low-income families
affected by the pandemic is decreasing (Ur Rahman et al.
2021; Zibbri et al. 2021).

Social assistance for foodstuffs

According to the data, the mosque’s food includes ingredients
such as noodles, flour and cooking oil (Yunus 2021). In
addition to food ingredients, the ta’jil [snacks] pattern is also
carried out, where the mosque prepares food for fasting
people as their iftar menu (Satir 2021). For the community,
this ta’jil tradition is not new and is routinely carried out
during Ramadan. However, during the pandemic, the ta’jil
activity was explicitly used to tackle the impact of COVID-19
on the community. In addition to ready-to-eat food, assistance
is provided by wrapping vegetables and raw side dishes and
can be taken by people in need (Kudus 2021). Sources of
financing from these foodstuffs include programmes that
mosque administrators pursue through donations of infaq
funds to benefit food. As for ta’jil and raw food ingredients, it
is the participation carried out by mosque congregations, as
was done before the pandemic (Nirwan 2021).

Health assistance

The existing infaq funds are realised in community outreach
programmes, vitamins, mass vaccination programmes and
the community’s procurement of masks and hand sanitisers.
Health information is carried out through socialisation
during or after congregational prayers. Substantially this
activity is carried out to encourage pilgrims to comply with
health protocols, which must maintain health, maintain
distance and wear masks (Mayliah 2021). In addition to
socialisation, administrators routinely administer acts to
worshippers who have not or do not use masks when
worshipping at the mosque (Umrah 2021). In addition,
another assistance in the form of mass vaccinations carried

>5.000.000 IDR

4.500.000 IDR-5.000.000 IDR

2.500.000 IDR-3.000.000 IDR

2.000.000 IDR-2.500.000 IDR

1.000.000 IDR-1.500.000 IDR

Indonesian Rupiah

500.000 IDR-1.000.000 IDR

>500.000 IDR
T T T T T T T 1

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
Numbers

IDR, Indonesian Rupiah.
FIGURE 3: Amount of distribuon of mosque infaq funds.
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out in several mosques is an effort for mosque managers in
addition to distributing infaq funds appropriately, as well as
part of protecting congregations from COVID-19 (Satir 2021;
Umrah 2021; Yunus 2021).

Distribution flow of mosque infaq during the
COVID-19 pandemic outbreak

Infaq funds received by mosque managers can be channelled
to eligible communities or through the Amil Zakah Institution
(AZI) and Baitul Mal wat Tamwil (BMT). This BMT functions
as an institution managed with sharia principles to grow and
develop micro-businesses to be more empowered (Hafizah
2021; HUMAS BAZNAS 2021). However, this study does not
discuss the management of funds by LAZ and BMT. The
distribution flow of infaq funds by mosques during the
COVID-19 pandemic can be seen in Figure 4.

Figure 4 shows the distribution flow of mosque infaq funds
to the community in West Papua, Indonesia, during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Funds collected from the congregation
are managed by the mosque and distributed directly to
communities affected by COVID-19 or forwarded to the Amil
ZakatInstitution. This study does not discuss the management
of infaq funds at amil zakat institutions. Mosque infaq funds
provided to the community are carried out through health
assistance. This health assistance includes medical aid, mass
vaccinations and immune vitamins procurement.

Meanwhile, financial assistance was provided to the
community through cash assistance and business assistance
for economic recovery. Contribution is also manifested in the
form of social service for basic materials (oil, rice, noodles,
flour) and various forms of nine essential ingredients consumed
by the community. People who are already capable or have
economic resilience are prepared to donate (Aprianto 2017;
Enghariano 2020). This is intended to carry out the worship of
aMuslim, also being able to take part in overcoming the impact

| Infaq fund |—@—>| Mosque . LAZ . BMT
h

Infag’s contribution in tackling
the impact of COVID-19 on
the community

®

| l !

. - Social .
Financial aid . Health aid
assistance

®

l

Family economic resilience
affected by COVID-19

FIGURE 4: Distribution of infaq funds in mitigating the impact of COVID-19
outbreak in West Papua, Indonesia.
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of the COVID-19 pandemic. On the other hand, massive infaq
fundraising is also carried out through appeals to the
congregation or social media (Iskandar et al. 2020; Muttaqien &
Mas"ud 2021). Thus, the infaq funds collected can be maximised
and can be distributed to many affected communities.

Infaq’s contribution to the mosque’s economic-
social resilience

Community responses to the form of assistance sourced from
infaq are also analysed. This is so that the distribution of
infaq funds is right on target and the benefits are felt. The
results of the analysis are described in Table 1.

Based on the output table of bivariate correlation analysis
(Table 1), it can be interpreted that: firstly, the value of
Sig. (two tailed) between the predictor of health assistance
and social-economic resilience of 0.000 < 0.05, there is a
strong relationship between health assistance and the socio-
economic stability of communities affected by COVID-19.
Secondly, the value of Sig. (two tailed) between the predictor
of financial aid and social-economic resilience of 0.000 < 0.05,
there is a strong relationship between economic assistance
and communities affected by COVID-19. Thirdly, the value
of Sig. (two tailed) between the predictor of social assistance
and social-economic resilience of 0.000 < 0.05, there is a
strong relationship between social service and the social-
economic resilience of communities affected by the COVID-19
outbreak.

Table 2 shows that the significance value for all predictors is
more significant than 0.05 (Sig. > 0.05). This means that the
distribution of mosque infaq funds (financial, social and
health assistance) contributes positively to the community’s
economic resilience during the COVID-19 pandemic. This
finding strengthens the previous study that social assistance
can provide low-income families with strong economic
resilience (Amalia & Lindiasari Samputra 2020). Islamic
economy with infaq instruments can contribute to national

TABLE 1: Correlation analysis results.

Correlations Health aid Financial aid Spcial Social‘

assistance economic
resilience

Health aid

Pearson correlation 1 0.463* 0.035 0.410*

Sig. (two tailed) - 0.000 0.627 0.000

N 203 203 200 200

Financial aid

Pearson correlation 0.463* 1 0.307* 0.455*

Sig. (two tailed) 0.000 - 0.000 0.000

N 203 203 200 200

Social assistance

Pearson correlation 0.035 0.307* 1 0.320*

Sig. (two tailed) 0.627 0.000 0.000

N 200 200 200 200

Social economic

resilience

Pearson correlation 0.410* 0.455* 0.320* 1

Sig. (two tailed) 0.000 0.000 0.000

N 200 200 200 200

*, Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (two tailed).
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and domestic economic recovery (Puspitasari Gobel 2020).
Even infaq can be used as a model for reducing community
poverty (Rijal et al. 2020).

Furthermore, based on the output model summary in Table 3,
it is known that the coefficient of determination (R-square) is
0.306% or 30.6%. This means that the variables of health,
financial and social assistance originating from infaq funds
contribute to the social-economic resilience of the community
during the COVID-19 pandemic by 30.6%. While the rest
(100% — 30.6%) = 69.4% were influenced by other predictors
outside the three predictors analysed in this study. In addition,
the magnitude of the contribution of each predictor, be it social
assistance, health assistance or financial assistance, can be
explained using the formula for EC and RC shown in Table 4.

Table 4 shows that infaq instruments (health, financial and
social assistance) contribute to the community’s economic
resilience during the COVID-19 pandemic. Aspects of infaq
tools in the form of health assistance partially contributed by
11.726%, financial aid by 11.375% and social assistance by
7.488% of the total accumulated contribution of 30.6%. If the
percentage of the RC is analysed, it is obtained at 38.320% for
health assistance, 37.173% for financial aid and 24.339% for
social aid from the total accumulated contribution of 100%.

From the analysis results, it can be concluded that the
distribution of infaq funds in the form of health assistance is
the most needed by the community affected by COVID-19.
Meanwhile, social assistance is less contributing or less
expected by the community. In other words, the infaq fund
manager should emphasise the health assistance to be
distributed to the community during the COVID-19
pandemic so that this infaq fund is more valuable and

TABLE 2: Results of regression analysis.
Coefficientst

Model Unstandardised Standardised t Sig.
coefficients coefficients: B
B Std. error

1

(Constant) 1.951 0.294 - 6.626 0.000
Health aid 0.269 0.064 0.286 4.214 0.000
Financial aid 0.225 0.064 0.250 3.503 0.001
Social assistance 0.085 0.023 0.234 3.703 0.000

TDependent variable: Social economic resilience.
B, beta; Sig. significance.

TABLE 3: Results of R-square analysis.

Model summary

Model R R? Adjusted R? Standard error
of the estimate
i 0.553F 0.306 0.295 0.27776

FPredictors: (Constant), social assistance, health aid, financial aid.

TABLE 4: Summary of results.
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effective in dealing with COVID-19 in West Papua, Indonesia.
In addition, financial assistance must also be immediately
distributed to the community so that it can be utilised directly
(Fauzia & Riyadi 2015; Iskandar et al. 2020). Thus, the socio-
economic recovery of the community can be accelerated.

In line with that, the role of the Islamic economy is required to
make a maximum contribution to tackling the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic (Ascarya 2021; Hafizah 2021). Infaq, a
key instrument of Islamic economics, can reduce and alleviate
community poverty (Malik & Hussain 1994). Not only in West
Papua Indonesia but also in other developing Islamic
countries that have vulnerability in the social-economic
aspect. This infak fund can be an option for protecting and
providing guarantees for the social-economic resilience of the
community (Riyanto, Nizar & Herningtyas 2021). The method
is undoubtedly different for each region or country, generally
by distributing infaq funds to non-profit institutions that are
trusted to manage people’s funds, so that the technicalities
remain in accordance with Islamic procedures (Abidin &
Sukmana 2022; Ramli & Jalil 2013; Sholihah & Zaenurrosyid
2021). In the end, infaq can contribute to the community’s
benefit (Aziz 2021) to social independence (Hidayati et al.
2020). Therefore, the government and various parties can
work together to raise the community’s social-economic
impact during the COVID-19 pandemic using infaq funds as
a strategic instrument.

Conclusion

Theoretically, infaq is a community contribution that can be
used to help people in need. This study strengthens the
dynamic infaq theory and can be expanded in scope to
help overcome the socio-economic impacts of communities
affected by COVID-19. The social-economic contribution of
this mosque has changed people’s perceptions that mosques
function not only as houses of worship and religious rituals
butcanbe used as centres for the social-economic development
of the people. With its intellectual, social and spiritual
strength and a local network of communities, the mosque has
capitalised social capital into economic and social resilience.

Another thing is that the mosque manager is very responsive
to the congregation’s needs outside of non-worship, namely
economic and social conditions. Social-economic needs
during the COVID-19 pandemic are realised by providing
health, financial and health assistance. During the COVID-19
pandemic, people in West Papua need health and financial
assistance more than any other social assistance. This does
not mean that social assistance is not essential. Still, the
COVID-19 pandemic poses a severe threat to maintaining
the community’s social and economic resilience, especially

Predictor Regression Correlation R Effective contribution S ( )%
coefficient (B) coefficient (R, ) (B, x r x100%) Relative contribution ( )(%)

Health aid 0.286 0.410 0.306 or 30.6% 11.726 38.320

Financial aid 0.250 0.455 11.375 37.173

Social assistance 0.234 0.320 7.488 24.339

http://www.hts.org.za . Open Access
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in eastern Indonesia. Health is the key for people to carry
out their economic activities. So, health insurance will
automatically meet social and economic needs. In other
words, the proper and broad distribution of infaq funds will
have an impact on accelerating the national economic
recovery.

This study has shown that Islamic philanthropy with infaq
funds can make a real contribution to the acceleration of the
socio-economic management of the community in West
Papua, Indonesia. Therefore, other researchers interested in
this study can continue or further examine this research by
using Islamic philanthropic instruments other than infaq, for
example, zakat, and alms, by paying attention to a larger
population. In addition, studying the distribution of infaq
funds to developing and developed Islamic countries is also
fascinating to explore to look at management and distribution
models during the COVID-19 pandemic. Thus, the study of
Islamic philanthropy will be more complete and can be
implemented to overcome the socio-economic impacts of
society during a pandemic. Finally, researchers also
recommend to related parties, especially Islamic philanthropy
managers and policymakers, that these infaq funds or
people’s funds can be distributed quickly, appropriately,
targeted and correctly according to the provisions. They are
starting with health assistance and financial and social
assistance as an order of priority. Therefore, with further
studies using Islamic philanthropic instruments other than
infaq, the acceleration of access to global economic recovery
because of the COVID-19 pandemic, especially in Islamic
countries, can be realised immediately.
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