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In conclusion, canonical reading also aims at finding God’s intent
with his words and the reaction that he expects from his people.
Whatthenis God’sintentin Lamentations? I believe thathe wants
us to put him in the centre of our lives. The expected reaction is
one of ‘enduring and waiting” until his coming. What I imply in
the answer therefore suggests an eschatological reading within
the canonical context because the sufferer or sufferers depicted
in the text await God’s response in the form of ‘renewing our
days as of old’. It is an account of trusting in God’s steadfast
love and of confessing sins, renewing the covenant relationship
between God and the sufferer or sufferers. As presented in the
text, they are crying out in a time between the day of the Lord’s
Judgement (because of their disobedience) and the day of the
renewal of the Day of the Lord (relying on his covenant steadfast
love).

The Christian community following Jesus as the new Israel
can use this eschatological concept to interpret Lamentations,
reinterpreting it in a Christian canonical context. The community
identifies with old Israel. It also lives in expectation between
Jesus’ first coming and his parousia (re-coming) as the renewing
day of all creation and the day of God’s judgement. Because of
Jesus, the community is often insulted and persecuted during
the lives of the community members living between these two
parameters. They must, however, continue enduring until the
day of God’s final salvation and judgement, waiting and watching
like their suffering ancestors of faith in Lamentations did. In this,
they are to be guided by the teaching of the Lamentations text. It
is necessary to keep trusting in the Lord’s steadfast love because
that is the only hope.
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