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Introduction to 
“Reflections on Land, Office and Wealth in the 

South African Republic, 1850-1900” 
 
Stanley Trapido’s chapter, “Reflections on Land, Office and Wealth in 
the South African Republic”, was published in 1980 at a time when few if 
any academics had dealt effectively with social and economic relations 
and structures in the Transvaal, especially for the pre-industrial period.  
Trapido correctly pointed out that, because of the emphasis on 
nationalism in the study of Afrikaner people in South Africa, the 
important social relations in the South African Republic had been 
neglected. Characteristically modest about his own attempt to redress 
this, regarding it as “tentative and preliminary”, Trapido’s intervention is 
nevertheless particularly noteworthy when one remembers that it was 
originally presented as a seminar paper as far back as 1973.1  In 1980 he 
included important additional information and perspectives.2  At the same 
time, his contribution was put into perspective by the editors of the 
collection in which his chapter was published.  They observed that up to 
that point, little had been done to address the enormous gaps in research 
and conceptualisation in South African historiography since the 
publication of C.W. de Kiewiet’s History of South Africa, Social and 
Economic in 1941.3 
 

 Trapido identifies important trends for the understanding of the 
structures and dynamics of the community of white settlers in the 
Transvaal from around the 1850s onwards.  He argues convincingly that 
this settler community was an extension of “relationships of power and 
property which existed in the Cape Colony”.  He also emphasises the 
important role of land in the economy of the fledgling state and in class 
formation among Afrikaner settlers.  At a stage when the state was too 
weak to generate sufficient revenue for its military expeditions and own 

                         
1. “The South African Republic: Class Formation and the State, 1850-1900”, 

Societies of Southern Africa in the 19th and 20th Centuries, 3, 1973, pp 53-65. 
2. He adds, for example, a more elaborate explanation of the “reproduction of 

relationships of power and property which had existed in the Cape Colony” 
(pp 351-352), more information on the farms of S.J.P. Kruger and others, 
Kruger’s concessions policy, the Reverend Kestell’s testimony in 1938 on 
bywoners, and the largest addition on the “change in property relationships in 
agriculture” and the “increase in food production” after the Anglo Boer War. 

3. S. Marks and A. Atmore (eds), Economy and Society in Pre-Industrial 
South Africa (Longman, London, 1980), p 1.  Also see: P. Richardson, 
“Review of Economy and Society”, International Journal of African 
Historical Studies, 6, 2, 1983, p 315. 
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civil administration, land was used inter alia in lieu of salaries, as 
security for the so-called Mandaaten for services rendered to the state and 
for the issue of paper currency, as well as in attempts to establish a bank.  
The accumulation of land in the hands of Afrikaner notables and land 
companies was partly responsible for the establishment of classes in 
Afrikaner society.  Afrikaner notables occupied the offices of landdrosts, 
field cornets, commandants and members of the Volksraad, which gave 
them various advantages over other people when it came to accumulating 
land.  This was a contributing factor in the creation of a class of 
bywoners: “Rural impoverishment should be set against land 
accumulation and the relationship between the two should be noted”.  The 
standing of the bywoner in Afrikaner society diminished once the land of 
the landowner became more commercially viable. 
 

 The latter part of the nineteenth century saw the emergence of 
mining capitalists, and a struggle for power between them and the 
governing class ensued.  In discussing the results of the South African 
War, Trapido points out that relatively little consideration has been given 
to the “change in property relationships in agriculture and to the attendant 
increase in food production”.  He explains trends in this regard, with 
special reference to the roles of the Transvaal Land Bank and the 
Transvaal Department of Agriculture. 
 

 In this chapter, republished here, Trapido succeeds in analysing 
complicated social relations in a remarkably clear-cut way.  With it he 
made a significant contribution to South African historiography at a time 
when it was necessary to break new ground.  His chapter “opened up 
stimulating perspectives on the processes and forces inherent to the 
nineteenth century Transvaal agrarian history”, providing historians and 
others with important instruments of analysis.4 
 

Johan S. Bergh 
University of Pretoria 
 

                         
4. J.S. Bergh, “‘To Make Them Serve’: The 1871 Transvaal Commission on 

African Labour as a Source for Agrarian History”, History in Africa, 29, 2002, 
p 40. 



 

   
  

     
     

  

            
           
           

            
           

            
            
          
           

     
            

             
         

            
              

             
            
          
          
            

        
        

      
         
            

        
            
        

           



 

            

         
             

          
             

          
        

         
             

            
          

            
               

          
           

            
            

            
          
           

             
         

             
         

            
           
            
          

              
              

             
            

              
          

      
           

            
          
          

           
             
              



           

             
           

           
             
            

           
              

             
  

         
          

           
                 

            
            
            

           
            

            
            

             
           

           
            

            
           

             
           

           
            
            

         
           
          

            
         
           

            
            
              
          



           

            
          

         
         

           
           

             
            
          

         
               

              
              

            
            

              
     

             
        

          
         
         

            
        

             
          

           
            

         
          

           
               

            
            

           
              

           
           

          
            

           



 

          

             
             

           
           

            
           

           
            

           
            

            
   

           
         

         
           

             
            

           
           

        
          

           
         

         
          

           
         

             
        

              
     

           
            

           
           

           
             

           
           
               



 

          
          

            
              

            
          

           
              

          
             

         
         

            
            

            
           

            
            

           
            

         
          

           
          

           
             

              
          

           
          

            
    

        
           

           
             

            
           

              
             
            



 

          

             
            

             
          

                
            

          
            

              
           

      
                 
            

           
          

           
          

             
           

             
           

          
           

           
           
          

          
          
           

          

          
         

             
            

             
             

              
             
             

   
           



 

              
             
             
              

            
             

               
             
             

        
              

           
              

            
            

             
         

         
            

             
          

            
           
                

           
             

            
        

           
          

              
           

          
            

          
           
             

           
           

              
    



 

          

               
           

           
          

           
          
               

         
            

            
             
            

          
   

           
              

             
           
          

         
           

          
             

            
            

           
            
             

            
              
           

            
            

   
          

            
           

          
               

          
           



 

            

             
           

             
    

            
             

              
           

           
            

           
            

             
           

           
         

             
       

            
              

           
                

           
           
            
         

            
           
             

           
         

            
          

      

            
                

     
              

           

            



 

         

            
           

             
               

         
        

           
           

           
           

           
           

            
           

           
           

              
             

              
                
             

          
           

            
             

               
        

         
               

           
           

 
           

           
            

           
             

            
             

           
             



 

          

         
           

         
          

           
        

          
             

           
           

            
          

           
           

           
          

         
        

          
             
             

            
           

         
            

           
            

              
           

              
           

           
  

              
          

            
          
          

            
           

            



 

        

           
              

           
 

          
          
            

                
            
      

            
            

                
              

          
            

          
           

           
            

           
           

             
           

            
          
           

            
             

            
             

             
               

         
           

            
         

            
           

           



 

             
            

           
              
            

           
          

            
          
           

          
            

           
             

               
      

             
            

             
       
          

            
          

              
          

              
             

          
         

          
           
              

             
         

           
            

       

              
            

               
              



 

         

          
            

      

            
              

      

              
             
          

            
             
            
               

      
             

              
                

              
                

            
           
              

           
           

  
        
              

          
             

             
            

              
           

              
            

             
             

               
    

              
            

            
    



 

           

          
             

  
              

       
             
               

    
       

           
           

    
       

            
          

            
               

            
                  

              
  

              
            

             
               

            
           

            
             

                 
                 

             
            

             
                

               
       

               
            

             
            

    
               

           
               
            

 
             

         



 

               
            

          
    
              

         
            

             
               

              
             

           
          

              
     

             
              

                
            

               
              
               

             
            

               
           

     
             

             
                

           
                

            
              

                   
      
       

            
                 

              
               

             
            

            
             

              
                 

            
  



 

             
               
     

       

     
       

              
            

           
            

            
            

 
            

           
          
            

          
    
    
             

            
             

                   
                 

                
               

           
             

              
            

            
   

                 
             

          
             
               
            
          

               
              

          
         

           
            
            

           
          



 

         

              
             

               
               

             
            

         
           

              
            

            
          

             
          

                
               

               
             

               
           

   
               

             
           

    
           
           

         
    

      




