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Securing biodiversity and ecosystem services in Africa:
Notes from the 2015 Satoyama Initiative Regional
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The first Satoyama Initiative Regional Workshop in Africa was held in Accra, Ghana, from
10 to 12 August 2015. The objective of the workshop was to contribute to the sustainable
development agenda in the region within the scope of biodiversity and ecosystem functioning
by strengthening the knowledge base related to the Satoyama Initiative, a global effort ‘to
realize societies in harmony with nature’ through the revitalisation and sustainable
development of ‘socio-ecological production landscapes and seascapes’. This short report
summarises some of the main points arising from the workshop.

Introduction
The first Satoyama Initiative Regional Workshop in Africa was held in Accra, Ghana, from 10 to
12 August 2015. The Satoyama Initiative is a global effort initiated through the collaborative
efforts of the Ministry of the Environment of Japan and the United Nations University Institute
for the Advanced Study of Sustainability based in Tokyo, Japan. The term satoyama is a Japanese
word denoting a model of harmonious existence between humans and nature in a landscape, and
the Satoyama Initiative aims to globally share and highlight the concept that humans and nature
can have mutually beneficial relationships through sustainable resource management. Such
relationships are seen in many management practices around the world, but are often not
recognised by decision-makers. For this reason, an objective of the initiative is to promote the
revitalisation and sustainable management of ‘socio-ecological production landscapes and
seascapes’ (SEPLS) (Gu & Subramanian 2014; Satoyama Initiative 2013), with the ultimate goal ‘to
realize societies in harmony with nature’ (Satoyama Initiative 2015).

Workshop programme
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The workshop was organised by the Secretariat of the International Partnership for the Satoyama
Initiative (IPSI) and hosted by the United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of
Sustainability in collaboration with partners from Ghana. The workshop brought together more
than 75 participants from 20 countries, including practitioners, scientists, representatives from
research organisations and policymakers. The objectives were to create a shared understanding of
issues related to SEPLS, promote more effective communication among stakeholders and identify
effective ways for the Satoyama Initiative to contribute to sustainable development in Africa. The
programme included presentations by stakeholders and experts from 13 African countries, group
discussions and plenary sessions, specifically aimed at addressing two principal questions:
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• What are the status of, trends in, and threats facing SEPLS in Africa?
• What should be done for the revitalisation, conservation and sustainable management of
SEPLS in Africa?
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Presentations and discussions took place in plenary and in four working groups covering a
diversity of ecosystems on the African continent – forest, dryland, aquatic and agricultural. In the
forest working group, the main threats and challenges identified were bushfires, climate change,
over-exploitation, loss of traditional norms and taboos, expansion of farmlands, land ownership
and conflict of interests; and the opportunities identified were raising public awareness to restore
degraded areas, promoting local partnerships, provision of alternative livelihoods and exploration
of co-ownership and co-management of forests. The dryland working group identified climate
change and variability, water shortage, desertification, transhumance, bushfires, land degradation
and fragmentation as major threats; and integrative land and water management techniques,
exploring resilient traditional practices, pasture management, involvement of local communities
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in resource management and alternative livelihood strategies
as opportunities for ensuring sustainable use of dryland
ecosystems. In the aquatic working group, presentations and
discussions led to the identification of threats and challenges
such as erosion, land-use changes, resettlement conflicts,
reduced food production, water flow loss, biodiversity loss
and flooding; and opportunities included community
empowerment, education, increased policy coherence,
integrated coastal zone management and adoption of simple
technologies for resource management. The agricultural
working group deliberations focused particularly on
encroachment, climate change, loss of soil fertility and
unsustainable farming practices as threats and capacity
development and awareness creation strategies including
promotion of organic agriculture, fisheries, soil conservation
and restoration, equitable sharing and distribution of incomes
and resources as benefits and opportunities.
At the final plenary session, a common theme was the need
to avoid reinventing the wheel or creating parallel systems
for the sustainable management of biodiversity and
ecosystems in Africa as there are existing policies and plans
that can serve the purpose. The following recommendations
were proposed based on the current situation of SEPLS in
Africa:
• Adopting pragmatic and sustainable public–private
partnerships towards the operationalisation and
implementation of policies and strategies.
• Identifying innovative and effective awareness creation
and information dissemination strategies in order to
reach a wide audience within and across scales of
operation.
• Finding the appropriate balance of traditional and
modern technologies as tools for data collection,
monitoring and management.
• Educating farmers and other producers in the importance
of conservation and sustainable resource management to
raise awareness beyond academic and policymaking
circles.
• Exploring livelihood diversification and capacity
development strategies to help reduce local communities’
direct dependence on nature-based resources.
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12-Africa-Regional-Workshop-Report.pdf. A book is also
planned, tentatively titled ‘Socio-ecological Production
Landscapes and Seascapes in Africa’, to be similar to the
earlier publication, ‘SEPLs in Asia’. (http://satoyamainitiative.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/SEPL_in_
Asia_report_high_quality.pdf).
Because of the great deal of interest from African organisations,
work has begun on an IPSI-based forum at the regional level
to promote work towards SEPLS in Africa. The partnership
also continues to grow in numbers and influence in the
continent, and members’ individual and collaborative work
will continue to promote the benefits of SEPLS for sustainable
development in Africa.
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Conclusion
As a result of the workshop, the IPSI Secretariat has produced
an official report for dissemination: http://satoyamainitiative.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/20150810-
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